
CORPORA AND AI / LLMs: Comparing words via collocates General overview | Notes | Citing 

Summary: comparison of contrasting words via collocates 

• The list of collocates for contrasting words are very good; probably at least as useful as the lists from 

English-Corpora.org and even the “sketch difference” displays from Sketch Engine 

• What really sets the LLM entries apart from the corpus data is the usefulness and quality of the 

“summaries”, which show how the collocates provide insight into the difference in meaning and usage 

of the two words 

• This is particularly useful for non-native speakers and especially language learners. Rather than having 

to be “junior linguists” and figuring out (on their own) what the contrasting collocates mean, the LLMs 

summarize these differences extremely well 

This page looks at how we can use collocates (nearby words) to compare the meaning of two words. We look at 

data from two sets of corpora –English-Corpora.org and Sketch Engine – and compare this to the responses from 

two LLMs (large language models) – ChatGPT-4o (from OpenAI; hereafter GPT) and Gemini (from Google). The 

English-Corpora.org data comes from iWeb, which contains 14 billion words of text. The Sketch Engine data 

comes from the 52 billion word “English Web 2021” corpus. 

As we explained in the collocates page, collocates are words that are near a given “node word”, and they can 

provide useful information on the meaning and usage of a word. Collocates can be particularly useful in helping 

to “tease apart” the difference between two words that have a similar meaning. For example, compare the 

adjective collocates of dirt and soil (rutted, cheap, dumb, filthy, greasy vs well-drained, acidic, microbial, fertile, 

alkaline) or noun collocates of pivotal and critical (gunman, episode, player, scenes, characters, plot vs thinking, 

literacy, reflection, comments, analysis, skills). 

The transcripts of the responses can be found here: GPT and Gemini. We copied the responses from the LLMs 

and they can be found in the pages that follow: (ADJ) entire/complete, fleeting/ephemeral, innocuous/harmless 

(NOUN) dirt/soil, quandary/predicament, nuance/subtlety (VERB) provoke/incite, reside/dwell, perceive/discern 

(ADV) barely/hardly. Nothing in the entries was modified from the responses, other than capitalization and 

punctuation. No entries were removed, and nothing was changed from the “explanations” of the differences 

between words, given by GPT and Gemini. 

On each of the following pages, the following information is shown: 

Entry from Sketch Engine (for a ”sketch difference” search) 

Entry from iWeb, from English-Corpora.org (from a “compare words” search; see links) 

GPT Gemini 

Collocates of Word 1 Collocates of Word 2 Collocates of Word 2 Collocates of Word 2 

GPT explanation of difference between Word 1 and 
Word 2, based on the collocates 

Gemini explanation of difference between Word 1 
and Word 2, based on the collocates 

 

Note that the entries from iWeb are typically for the collocates of a given part of speech, such as adjective 

collocates. The entries from Sketch Engine are probably more user-friendly, because they group the collocates 
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by part of speech and they even distinguish, for example, between collocates where they are the subject or the 

object of a verb.1 

As far as the “sketch difference” display from Sketch Engine, take a look at the following sample entry for the 

adjective collocates of quandary / predicament. 

 

 

 
 

The “sketch difference” display from Sketch Engine is very powerful and yet still very user-friendly. By clicking on 

the indicated icon in the list on the left, you can see a more detailed chart, which shows the relative degree to 

which collocates occur with one word than the other (quandary / predicament). The chart also shows the relative 

frequency of the collocates (large circle = more tokens) and it even groups the collocates semantically.  

The ten collocates that GPT and Gemini gave us for each of the two contrasting words are not separated by part 

of speech, mainly so that we could provide “less cluttered” displays on this page. But there is every reason to 

believe that the LLMs could have produced the collocates by part of speech and function as well if we had asked 

them to, as we did for single words (see the collocates page). And to provide evidence that they could do this, 

we did ask them to produce collocates for one sample pair – dirt vs soil – which is found below. Notice that for 

dirt / soil, the LLMs also provided a sample of the word + collocates. In neither case did we ask for this, but it is 

a “nice touch” (although it probably would have been too much for each of the ten pairs of words shown on the 

pages below). 

GPT 

 dirt more than soil soil more than dirt 

As object wipe (e.g., "wipe the dirt off your shoes") 
sweep (e.g., "sweep the dirt away") 
track (e.g., "track dirt into the house") 
scrape (e.g., "scrape the dirt off your hands") 
stain (e.g., "dirt stained his clothes") 

test (e.g., "test the soil for nutrients") 
enrich (e.g., "enrich the soil with compost") 
cultivate (e.g., "cultivate the soil before planting") 
erode (e.g., "rain can erode the soil") 
analyze (e.g., "analyze the soil composition") 

As subject accumulate (e.g., "dirt accumulates in the corners") 
stain (e.g., "dirt stains easily") 

retain (e.g., "soil retains moisture") 
support (e.g., "soil supports plant growth") 

 
1 In most respects, the “sketch difference” in Sketch Engine is probably more user-friendly than the “compare words” feature 
at English-Corpora.org (iWeb in this case). In addition to grouping the collocates by part of speech and function, the 
collocates generally provide better insight into the meaning and usage of the node word. One (small) advantage of iWeb, 
however, is that there is a more “customizability” possible in the search, such as selecting the range in which the collocates 
appear (for example, 1-2 words to the right), sorting by frequency (word1 and word2 separately) or relevance (word1 vs 
word2). But for most researchers and learners, the “sketch difference” function at Sketch Engine will probably provide the 
better results. 

https://www.english-corpora.org/ai-llms/collocates.pdf


cling (e.g., "dirt clings to your clothes") 
fly (e.g., "dirt flies everywhere when digging") 
settle (e.g., "dirt settled in the cracks") 

compact (e.g., "soil compacts under heavy 
machinery") 
dry (e.g., "soil dries out in the sun") 
degrade (e.g., "soil degrades over time due to 
erosion") 

Adjectives loose (e.g., "loose dirt on the ground") 
dry (e.g., "dry dirt blew in the wind") 
muddy (e.g., "muddy dirt covered his shoes") 
caked (e.g., "caked dirt on his hands") 
stained (e.g., "dirt-stained clothes") 

fertile (e.g., "fertile soil produces good crops") 
rich (e.g., "rich soil full of nutrients") 
sandy (e.g., "sandy soil drains quickly") 
clayey (e.g., "clayey soil holds water") 
contaminated (e.g., "contaminated soil poses 
health risks") 

 

Gemini 

 dirt more than soil soil more than dirt 

As object remove: This emphasizes taking away something 
unwanted, like "removing dirt from your shoes." 
wash: This implies cleaning away something 
unclean, like "washing the dirt off your hands."    
brush: This suggests removing loose particles, like 
"brushing dirt off your clothes." 
dig up: This implies uncovering something hidden 
or buried, like "digging up dirt on someone." 
fling: This suggests throwing something carelessly, 
like "flinging dirt at someone." 

cultivate: This implies preparing land for planting, 
like "cultivating the soil for a garden."    
enrich: This suggests improving the quality of the 
soil, like "enriching the soil with compost."    
fertilize: This implies adding nutrients to the soil, 
like "fertilizing the soil for better growth."    
analyze: This suggests scientifically examining the 
soil, like "analyzing the soil for its composition." 
conserve: This implies protecting the soil from 
erosion or degradation, like "conserving soil 
through sustainable farming practices."    

As subject accumulate: This suggests the gradual buildup of 
unwanted material, like "dirt accumulating in the 
corners." 
cling: This implies sticking to a surface, like "dirt 
clinging to your shoes." 
stain: This suggests leaving a mark, like "dirt 
staining your clothes."    
obscure: This implies covering something up, like 
"dirt obscuring the view." 
fly: This suggests being thrown up into the air, like 
"dirt flying from the wheels of a car." 

erode: This implies the gradual wearing away of the 
soil, like "soil eroding from the hillside." 
support: This suggests providing a foundation for 
growth, like "soil supporting a diverse ecosystem." 
retain: This implies holding onto something, like 
"soil retaining moisture." 
drain: This suggests allowing water to pass through, 
like "soil draining well." 
decompose: This implies the breakdown of organic 
matter in the soil, like "soil decomposing to release 
nutrients." 

Adjectives loose: This suggests the dirt is easily moved or 
disturbed, like "loose dirt on a path." 
packed: This suggests the dirt is compressed and 
hard, like "packed dirt on a baseball field." 
dry: This suggests the dirt lacks moisture, like "dry 
dirt cracking in the sun." 
dirty: This implies the dirt is unclean or 
contaminated, like "dirty dirt on a construction 
site." 
fresh: This suggests the dirt has been recently 
disturbed or moved, like "fresh dirt from a newly 
dug grave." 
 

fertile: This suggests the soil is rich in nutrients and 
good for growing plants, like "fertile soil in a valley." 
sandy: This describes the texture of the soil, like 
"sandy soil on a beach." 
clay: This describes the composition of the soil, like 
"clay soil in a garden." 
loamy: This describes a type of soil that is good for 
gardening, like "loamy soil in a forest." 
eroded: This suggests the soil has been worn away 
by wind or water, like "eroded soil on a hillside." 

 
“Explanations” of word differences in the LLMs 

But in our view, as impressive as the “sketch differences” are in Sketch Engine, the one feature that we feel really 

sets the LLMs apart in terms of usefulness (compared to the corpora) are the “explanations” of the collocates. 



For example, after providing a list of the collocates with the two words, both GPT and Gemini provide the 

following “explanation” of the difference in meaning between the two words, based on the collocates that it has 

just presented. 

GPT Gemini 

The difference between "quandary" and "predicament" 
lies in the nature of the challenges they describe. 
"Quandary" suggests a state of uncertainty or perplexity, 
often intellectual or ethical in nature, involving a difficult 
decision (e.g., "ethical quandary," "moral dilemma"). It 
connotes internal deliberation or mental struggle.  
In contrast, "predicament" emphasizes an external and 
often urgent or unfavorable situation, typically requiring 
action to resolve (e.g., "awkward predicament," "financial 
crisis"). 
While "quandary" is associated with thoughtful 
complexity, "predicament" reflects a more immediate and 
practical problem, often with tangible consequences. 

While both words describe difficult situations, 
"quandary" emphasizes the perplexing and uncertain 
nature of the problem. The collocates highlight a state of 
uncertainty and often involve moral or philosophical 
dilemmas. "Predicament," on the other hand, emphasizes 
the troublesome or problematic nature of the situation, 
often implying external factors and potential negative 
consequences. The collocates highlight the challenging 
and potentially risky aspects of the situation. 
Essentially, "quandary" focuses on internal conflict and 
uncertainty, while "predicament" focuses on external 
challenges and risks. 
 

 

To see the power of these explanations from GPT and Gemini, do the following exercise with any of the ten pairs 

of words in the pages that follow: 

1. Before looking at the collocates in Sketch Engine, try to come up with the semantic difference between the 

two words. 

2. If you need help, look at the collocates from Sketch Engine. Now, using the information from those collocates, 

refine the semantic difference than you came up with in #1. 

Only after doing #1 and #2, look at the explanations given by GPT and Gemini. How did you do? My experience 

is that in virtually every case, the explanation given by the LLMs is better than anything that I (a native speaker 

of English and a trained linguist) could come up with. 

And that is the power of the word comparisons in the LLMs. No matter how well organized the lists and charts 

of collocates are in Sketch Engine (or the corpora from English-Corpora.org), it is still the case that corpus users 

have to somehow generate the “explanation” of the differences themselves. And for non-native speakers and 

especially language learners, that might be “a bridge too far”. The LLMs provide the crucial insight into word 

meaning that users might not be able to achieve by themselves, even with such an impressive architecture and 

interface as Sketch Engine. 

 

 

 

https://www.mark-davies.org/


entire / complete  (go to beginning) 

 

Sketch Engine 

 

 

iWeb 

 

 

 

 

 

GPT  Gemini 

entire complete  entire complete 

movie 
day 
family 
life 
world 
country 
neighborhood 
system 
class 
generation 

list 
guide 
set 
collection 
picture 
sentence 
process 
transformation 
report 
understanding 

 world 
life 
city 
country 
book 
family 
community 
universe 
history 
collection 

set 
guide 
works 
idiot 
failure 
surprise 
transformation 
overhaul 
control 
lack 

The primary difference between "entire" and "complete" lies in focus 
and scope: 

• Focus on Inclusion (Entire) 
"Entire" stresses wholeness or totality, often regarding something that 
is already cohesive or continuous. The nouns paired with "entire" (e.g., 
"world," "family") often denote naturally unified or indivisible entities. 
Using "entire" implies emphasizing all-encompassing coverage, often in 
a spatial or collective sense. 

• Focus on Completion (Complete) 
"Complete" stresses the idea of fulfillment, particularly in relation to a 
process, checklist, or predefined set of components. The nouns it pairs 
with (e.g., "list," "guide") often imply modularity or a need for 
assembly, and "complete" suggests that nothing is missing or 
unfinished. 
Summary 
The difference reflects subtle nuances in how we perceive entities. 
"Entire" resonates with wholeness in its natural state, emphasizing 
magnitude or unity. "Complete" underscores finality and satisfaction of 
requirements, often in structured or goal-oriented contexts. These 
contrasts reveal the nuanced ways English marks distinctions between 
inclusion and fulfillment. 

 While both "entire" and "complete" imply a sense of wholeness, they 
highlight different aspects of it. 
"Entire" often precedes nouns referring to something vast, 
encompassing, or whole in its scope. Words like "world," "universe," 
and "history" emphasize this sense of totality and scale. "Entire" draws 
attention to the all-encompassing nature of something, suggesting that 
nothing is missing or left out within its defined boundaries. 
"Complete," on the other hand, often precedes nouns that suggest a 
process, a state of being, or an evaluation. Words like "transformation," 
"failure," and "control" emphasize this sense of finality or fulfillment. 
"Complete" suggests that something has reached its end or has all the 
necessary components. It points to a state of being finished, total, or 
perfect in its execution or form. 
Essentially, "entire" focuses on the scope of something, while 
"complete" focuses on its state or condition. "Entire" evokes a sense of 
vastness and inclusivity, while "complete" evokes a sense of finality and 
perfection. This subtle difference affects the way we understand the 
nouns that follow these words, shaping our perception of their 
wholeness in distinct ways. 

https://www.english-corpora.org/iweb/?c=iweb&q=124185475


fleeting / ephemeral  (go to beginning) 
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GPT  Gemini 

fleeting ephemeral  fleeting ephemeral 

glimpse 
moment 
thought 
romance 
beauty 
happiness 
time 
impression 
vision 
feeling 

nature 
beauty 
fame 
trend 
art 
existence 
phenomenon 
moment 
cloud 
glory 

 glimpse 
moment 
visit 
thought 
smile 
feeling 
impression 
opportunity 
pleasure 
remark 

art 
beauty 
nature 
joy 
life 
love 
fame 
pleasure 
success 
world 

Both words describe something short-lived, but "fleeting" emphasizes 
briefness and passing quickly, often in emotional or perceptual contexts 
(e.g., "fleeting moment," "fleeting thought"). It suggests something that 
is momentarily experienced before disappearing. 
"Ephemeral," on the other hand, conveys a deeper sense of 
impermanence, often with an artistic, philosophical, or natural quality 
(e.g., "ephemeral beauty," "ephemeral existence"). It is more formal 
and abstract, sometimes carrying a poetic or existential tone. 
While "fleeting" highlights transience in a more immediate, everyday 
sense, "ephemeral" suggests something inherently temporary by 
nature. 

 Both "fleeting" and "ephemeral" describe things that are short-lived, 
but "fleeting" emphasizes the quickness and suddenness of their 
passing. Its collocates, like "glimpse," "moment," and "visit," suggest 
something that appears briefly and then vanishes quickly.  
"Ephemeral" emphasizes the delicate and transient nature of things, 
suggesting they are inherently short-lived and fragile.  Its collocates, like 
"beauty," "joy," and "success," often refer to intangible qualities or 
experiences that are inherently temporary and precious because of 
their impermanence. 
Essentially, "fleeting" highlights the speed with which something 
passes, while "ephemeral" highlights the fragile and transient nature of 
its existence. 

  

https://www.english-corpora.org/iweb/?c=iweb&q=124263286


innocuous / harmless  (go to beginning) 
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GPT  Gemini 

innocuous harmless  innocuous harmless 

remark 
question 
substance 
behavior 
statement 
joke 
appearance 
effect 
comment 
gesture 

fun 
prank 
insect 
joke 
mistake 
animal 
habit 
drug 
substance 
error 

 remark 
substance 
question 
comment 
ingredient 
virus 
spider 
conversation 
pastime 
game 

fun 
joke 
error 
creature 
snake 
drug 
insect 
animal 
product 
activity 

The difference between "innocuous" and "harmless" lies in 
nuance and context. 
"Innocuous" often describes something perceived as safe, 
inoffensive, or unlikely to cause harm, especially in abstract or 
interpersonal contexts (e.g., "innocuous remark," "innocuous 
question"). It carries a tone of formality and subtlety, frequently 
applied to social or intellectual scenarios. 
In contrast, "harmless" is broader and more informal, referring 
to physical or tangible things unlikely to cause harm (e.g., 
"harmless insect," "harmless mistake"). 
While both convey safety, "innocuous" often addresses potential 
offensiveness or subtle effects, whereas "harmless" emphasizes 
the absence of physical or tangible danger. 

 Looking at these collocates, "innocuous" seems to emphasize 
the lack of inherent threat or negative qualities in something. It 
often describes things that might initially seem questionable or 
uncertain but are ultimately benign, like a "remark" or 
"substance." 
"Harmless," on the other hand, highlights the absence of any 
potential to cause harm. It often describes things that are 
generally considered safe or enjoyable, like "fun" or "animals." 
Essentially, "innocuous" suggests something is not harmful by 
nature, while "harmless" suggests something is not harmful in 
effect. "Innocuous" implies a neutral quality, whereas 
"harmless" implies a positive or at least non-negative quality. 
This subtle distinction influences how we perceive the words 
they modify. 
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dirt / soil  (go to beginning) 
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GPT  Gemini 

dirt soil  dirt soil 

road 
track 
cheap 
clean 
mud 
dust 
dirty 
pile 
bike 
stains 

fertile 
agriculture 
nutrients 
erosion 
testing 
organic 
contamination 
layer 
conservation 
samples 

 cheap 
road 
track 
floor 
poor 
common 
simple 
plain 
cheap 
nasty 

rich 
fertile 
poor 
sandy 
clay 
alluvial 
loamy 
organic 
eroded 
conservation 

The primary difference between "soil" and "dirt" lies in context 
and connotation. 
"Soil" is associated with agricultural, scientific, or environmental 
contexts, often referring to a resource rich in nutrients and 
essential for plant growth (e.g., "fertile soil," "soil 
conservation"). 
In contrast, "dirt" is more casual and negative, often suggesting 
something unclean, useless, or misplaced (e.g., "dirt road," "dirt 
stains"). While "soil" emphasizes functionality and value, "dirt" 
emphasizes disorder or impurity, highlighting a cultural 
distinction between purposeful utility and unwanted material. 

 From these collocates, we can see that "dirt" often has negative 
connotations, implying something unclean, low-quality, or even 
morally suspect. Words like "cheap," "nasty," and "poor" reinforce 
this sense of undesirability.  
In contrast, "soil" usually carries neutral or positive connotations, 
referring to the ground as a medium for growth and sustenance. 
Words like "rich," "fertile," and "organic" highlight its life-giving 
properties. 
Essentially, "dirt" emphasizes the unclean or undesirable aspects of 
earth, while "soil" emphasizes its role in supporting life and 
growth. "Dirt" is something we try to avoid or remove, while "soil" 
is something we cultivate and value. This difference in connotation 
reflects our complex relationship with the earth, both as a source 
of life and a symbol of impurity. 
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quandary / predicament  (go to beginning) 
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GPT  Gemini 

quandary predicament  quandary predicament 

ethical 
moral 
difficult 
puzzle 
complex 
choice 
decision 
uncertainty 
paradox 
dilemma 

awkward 
difficult 
dangerous 
financial 
legal 
situation 
crisis 
trouble 
emergency 
misfortune 

 moral 
ethical 
philosophical 
existential 
personal 
serious 
deep 
terrible 
awful 
difficult 

awkward 
difficult 
financial 
sticky 
terrible 
dangerous 
legal 
current 
similar 
political 

The difference between "quandary" and "predicament" lies in the 
nature of the challenges they describe. 
"Quandary" suggests a state of uncertainty or perplexity, often 
intellectual or ethical in nature, involving a difficult decision (e.g., 
"ethical quandary," "moral dilemma"). It connotes internal 
deliberation or mental struggle.  
In contrast, "predicament" emphasizes an external and often 
urgent or unfavorable situation, typically requiring action to 
resolve (e.g., "awkward predicament," "financial crisis"). 
While "quandary" is associated with thoughtful complexity, 
"predicament" reflects a more immediate and practical problem, 
often with tangible consequences. 

 While both words describe difficult situations, "quandary" 
emphasizes the perplexing and uncertain nature of the problem. 
The collocates highlight a state of uncertainty and often involve 
moral or philosophical dilemmas. "Predicament," on the other 
hand, emphasizes the troublesome or problematic nature of the 
situation, often implying external factors and potential negative 
consequences. The collocates highlight the challenging and 
potentially risky aspects of the situation. 
Essentially, "quandary" focuses on internal conflict and 
uncertainty, while "predicament" focuses on external challenges 
and risks. 
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nuance / subtlety  (go to beginning) 
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GPT  Gemini 

nuance subtlety  nuance subtlety 

cultural 
meaning 
language 
emotion 
difference 
understanding 
expression 
tone 
interpretation 
detail 

art 
humor 
skill 
beauty 
flavor 
detail 
meaning 
expression 
approach 
distinction 

 meaning 
interpretation 
expression 
language 
sound 
color 
flavor 
difference 
detail 
shade 

meaning 
difference 
distinction 
effect 
change 
hint 
clue 
point 
argument 
influence 

The difference between "nuance" and "subtlety" lies in scope and 
application. 
"Nuance" refers to slight distinctions or variations, often in 
abstract contexts like language, emotion, or meaning (e.g., 
"nuance of expression," "cultural nuance"). It emphasizes 
precision in interpretation. 
"Subtlety" describes the quality of being understated, delicate, or 
refined, often in creative or perceptual contexts (e.g., "subtlety of 
humor," "subtlety in art").  
While both focus on fine distinctions, "nuance" highlights specific 
details, and "subtlety" emphasizes understated sophistication or 
delicacy. 

 Both "nuance" and "subtlety" refer to fine distinctions and 
delicate shades of meaning,  
but "nuance" often points to a slight difference in expression, 
perception, or understanding. Its collocates, like "meaning," 
"interpretation," and "expression," suggest a focus on variations 
in communication and understanding. 
"Subtlety," on the other hand, often refers to something that is 
difficult to perceive or understand. Its collocates, like 
"difference," "distinction," and "effect," emphasize the elusive 
and delicate nature of the thing being described. 
Essentially, "nuance" highlights a subtle variation in expression 
or meaning, while "subtlety" highlights the quality of being 
difficult to perceive or understand. 
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GPT  Gemini 

provoke incite  provoke incite 

anger 
reaction 
outrage 
response 
attack 
controversy 
thought 
tension 
violence 
discussion 

violence 
hatred 
riots 
rebellion 
insurrection 
unrest 
crowd 
uprising 
fear 
protest 

 anger 
laughter 
reaction 
thought 
debate 
discussion 
response 
interest 
curiosity 
violence 

violence 
hatred 
rebellion 
unrest 
action 
riot 
crime 
insurrection 
disobedience 
fear 

The primary difference between "provoke" and "incite" lies in their 
connotations and focus. 
"Provoke" is broader and more neutral, suggesting the elicitation of 
a response or reaction, which can range from anger or violence to 
thought or discussion (e.g., "provoke outrage," "provoke thought"). 
It often implies unintended or indirect causation.  
Conversely, "incite" is more specific, carrying a stronger negative 
connotation and implying deliberate encouragement of harmful or 
disruptive actions (e.g., "incite violence," "incite rebellion").  
The collocates show that "provoke" is used in a wider array of 
contexts, including intellectual or emotional, while "incite" is almost 
exclusively linked to intentional agitation in political or social 
spheres, particularly tied to conflict or unrest. This reflects 
"provoke" as a general term for causing a reaction and "incite" as an 
intentional act of stirring harmful behavior. 

 Both "provoke" and "incite" involve stimulating a reaction, but 
"provoke" has a broader range of possible outcomes. Its collocates 
include emotional responses like "laughter," intellectual responses 
like "thought," and even positive reactions like "interest."  
In contrast, "incite" strongly implies urging someone towards 
negative action, often involving aggression or disobedience. Its 
collocates highlight destructive outcomes like "violence" and 
"rebellion." 
Essentially, "provoke" is more neutral, describing the stimulation of 
any response, while "incite" carries a negative connotation, 
suggesting the deliberate encouragement of harmful actions. 
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reside dwell  reside dwell 

permanently 
authority 
power 
country 
region 
resident 
family 
legally 
temporarily 
ownership 

cave 
tent 
forest 
spirit 
past 
thoughts 
solitude 
refuge 
valley 
humble 

 place 
address 
country 
city 
home 
house 
permanent 
legal 
primary 
official 

place 
house 
home 
cave 
hut 
humble 
modest 
simple 
comfortable 

The distinction between "reside" and "dwell" reflects differences in 
formality, usage, and connotation. 
"Reside" is formal and primarily used in legal, administrative, or 
physical contexts, often indicating permanent or official living 
arrangements (e.g., "reside permanently," "reside legally"). It is 
associated with factual, practical descriptions of habitation. 
On the other hand, "dwell" is more poetic or metaphorical, with 
collocates suggesting emotional or spiritual depth (e.g., "dwell in 
solitude," "dwell on the past"). It evokes a sense of lingering or 
existing within intangible realms, such as thoughts or memories, or 
within humble or natural settings. 
The collocates highlight "reside" as practical and neutral, while 
"dwell" carries an emotional, often reflective or archaic tone. 

 Although both "reside" and "dwell" mean to live in a place, they 
convey different nuances. 
"Reside" implies a more formal and established presence, often in a 
specific and recognized location. The common collocates, such as 
"permanent," "legal," "address," and "country," suggest an official or 
legal connection to a place. This formality may also imply a degree of 
permanence or stability. 
In contrast, "dwell" evokes a more personal and experiential 
connection to a dwelling. The collocates, such as "humble," "simple," 
"cave," and "hut," often describe the nature of the living space itself, 
sometimes implying a modest or basic dwelling. "Dwell" focuses on 
the act of inhabiting a space, regardless of legal status or permanence, 
and often suggests a connection to the dwelling itself. 
Essentially, "reside" emphasizes the formal and locational aspects of 
living, while "dwell" emphasizes the personal experience and the 
nature of the living space. 
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perceive discern  perceive discern 

reality 
threat 
difference 
risk 
need 
environment 
change 
importance 
intention 
identity 

pattern 
truth 
meaning 
motive 
subtlety 
difference 
detail 
signal 
expression 
reality 

 difference 
problem 
change 
danger 
threat 
risk 
need 
opportunity 
reality 
world 

difference 
pattern 
meaning 
truth 
reason 
cause 
motive 
shape 
outline 
figure 

The key difference between "perceive" and "discern" lies in depth 
and clarity of understanding.  
"Perceive" refers to general awareness or recognition of something 
through the senses or mind (e.g., "perceive a threat," "perceive 
change"). It can involve subjective interpretation and may not 
require deep analysis.  
"Discern," however, emphasizes detecting or distinguishing subtle 
or hidden details (e.g., "discern the truth," "discern a pattern"). It 
implies careful observation, insight, or judgment.  
While "perceive" focuses on initial awareness, "discern" suggests 
deeper analysis and distinction. 

 Both "perceive" and "discern" involve becoming aware of 
something,  
but "perceive" suggests a more general awareness or 
understanding. Its collocates, like "difference," "change," and 
"world," imply a broad range of perceptions, from simple sensory 
observations to complex interpretations of reality.  
"Discern," on the other hand, implies a more focused and analytical 
perception, often involving distinguishing something from its 
surroundings or understanding its underlying meaning. Its 
collocates, like "pattern," "meaning," and "truth," suggest a deeper 
level of analysis and interpretation. 
Essentially, "perceive" is about general awareness, while "discern" is 
about focused understanding and discrimination. 
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barely hardly  barely hardly 

visible 
audible 
noticeable 
survive 
enough 
move 
manage 
speak 
functional 
breathe 

ever 
noticeable 
surprising 
work 
recognizable 
believe 
matter 
function 
think 
possible 

 visible 
audible 
noticeable 
alive 
breathing 
conscious 
there 
enough 
any 
able 

any 
ever 
anyone 
anything 
anywhere 
surprising 
necessary 
possible 
likely 
fair 

The difference between "barely" and "hardly" lies in emphasis and 
context. 
"Barely" often implies something is achieved, but just at the limit of 
failure or insufficiency (e.g., "barely visible," "barely survived"), 
focusing on an extreme threshold. 
"Hardly" suggests difficulty or improbability, often negating an 
action (e.g., "hardly noticeable," "hardly believe").  
"Barely" has a slightly more factual tone, while "hardly" leans 
toward subjective perception or judgment. Additionally, "hardly" 
frequently appears with "ever" to indicate rarity (e.g., "hardly ever 
go"), whereas "barely" does not. 

 Both "barely" and "hardly" mean "almost not,"  
but "barely" emphasizes a minimal amount or degree. Its 
collocates, like "visible," "audible," and "alive," suggest something 
that is just perceptible or exists at the lowest possible level. 
"Hardly," on the other hand, emphasizes a lack or scarcity. Its 
collocates, like "any," "ever," and "anyone," emphasize the absence 
or near absence of something. 
Essentially, "barely" highlights a minimal presence, while "hardly" 
highlights a near absence. 
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