
 

ANALYZING TEXTS  (see video) 

You can analyze entire texts (for example, texts from the Web, or a paper that you’ve written), and then see detailed 

information about the words in the texts, as well as select phrases in your text and then finding similar phrases in COCA. To 

access this feature, just click on the “text” icon at the top of the corpus (indicated in red below) and then paste in your text. In 

this overview, we are using a text about COVID from CNN.com. 

 

Once you input the text, you will see the text with the words highlighted [1], with less frequent words (overall in COCA) in 

yellow. [2] shows the percentage of words from different frequency bands in COCA; the more in yellow, the “harder” the text 

may be. The most frequent words in each of these three frequency bands are shown in [3]. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WNsWEEoznZc&ab_channel=MarkDavies
https://www.cnn.com/2022/04/15/health/covid-19-herd-immunity/index.html


You can click on any word in either the text or the frequency/keyword lists (as with vaccine above) to see a detailed “word 

sketch” of that word (this is just a partial view of the page for vaccine). 

 

 

From this “home page”, you can access many external resources, such as definitions, etymology, images, videos, 

pronunciation, and translations.  

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

That page also contains links to more detailed pages that are based on corpus data, such as collocates, related topics, word 

clusters, texts to create Virtual Corpora, and concordance lines. 

     

 

  
 



You can also select phrases (or parts of phrases) in your text, to find related phrases in COCA. This is like a “phraseological 

thesaurus”, since related patterns can affect how we perceive a given phrase. For example, we could select [1] the phrase 

stunningly effective or note of optimism or steady drumbeat of. The corpus inserts the words into the phrase sequence [2], and 

then we can modify this via the options in [3], such as finding all forms of a word, words with the same part of speech, 

synonyms, etc. We then click on [SUBMIT] to find related phrases in COCA. 

 

 

 
 

  

  
  

 
 
 

 
 

No other corpus website allows users to do so much in terms of analyzing texts. English-Corpora.org is the only website that 

allows users to see an incredibly wide range of information on each word in the text, to help with reading comprehension. And 

as far as writing, no other website allows users to as easily and quickly look at related phrases to see patterns in the language. 


