
KWIC LINES: LIMITING AND SORTING 

In the corpora at English-Corpora.org, it has long been possible to see the KWIC lines from just part of the entire 

corpus. You can do this either by (1) limiting the search to part of the corpus, (2) selecting (show) [SECTIONS] 

and then clicking on the links for just the desired section, or (3) doing a CHART search and then clicking on just 

the desired section. 
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But it is also possible to limit (and sort) the results in the KWIC / Keyword in Context / concordances page 
itself. This is perhaps the most useful when 1) you are using many different criteria to limit the texts (such as 
sub-genre and also a particular year), or 2) you want to limit by the source as well (for example, a particular 
magazine or TV show or web site). 

HOW TO DO IT: To limit KWIC lines, click on LIMITS in the upper right-hand corner of the KWIC page: 

 



You can then limit the KWIC lines by a number of different criteria, and these will vary according to the corpus 

that you are using. For example, for the NOW Corpus it is country, date, and source. If you select [Great Britain] 

for [Country], and set the [Date] to between [22-02-24] and [22-05-31] (from the first day of the war in Ukraine 

to about three months afterwards) and set [Source] to [guardian] (the Guardian newspaper), you will see the 

following, where there are 510 texts that match these criteria. 

 

Note that you don't need to use all of the limits – just use the ones you want. And you can use some limits 

from the main search page of the corpus and then some more from the KWIC page. For example, you could 

search for fake news in the NOW Corpus, and limit by [United States] on the main search page. And then on 

the KWIC page, you could further limit to the dates [16-11-08] to [16-12-31] (the date of the US presidential 

elections in November 2016 and then through the end of the year), and perhaps a source like NPR (National 

Public Radio, in the US): 

 

Sometimes the corpus won't let you combine certain limits in the main search page, such as sub-domains (like 

Magazine-Sports) and years (for example 2016-2017) in COCA. The ability to select some limits in the main search 

page and then some more in the KWIC page is a way around this. 

You could also use Virtual Corpora to limit the texts, especially when limiting by source. But Virtual Corpora take 

a bit more planning, whereas you can just impose new limits in the KWIC page "on the fly". 



SORTING THE KWIC LINES 

In addition to limiting the KWIC lines, you can also sort them, using as many as three different levels of sorting. 

To access this feature, click on SORTING in the upper right-hand corner of the KWIC page, and then click on the 

-- for any of the sort levels, clicking in order of the sorting that you want to use. 

 

Using again the example of war in Ukraine in the NOW corpus, you could sort (1) by date and then (2) by country, 

as in the example, above. If you make a mistake or want to start over, just click on the "edit" button  (you can 

also click on this in the LIMIT fields, to start again on the limits). 

You can also determine whether the KWIC lines are sorted in ascending  or descending order. For example, 

in the NOW Corpus, ascending would show the oldest texts first and the newest texts at the end; and descending 

order would be the reverse. For example, if we sort it in descending order, it will first show articles from yesterday 

(13 September 2013, since this help file was written the morning of 14 September 2023), and (using the 

"secondary" sorting of country), AU (Australia) will appear before CA (Canada) or GB (Great Britain): 

 

 

As seen, you can limit the KWIC results in powerful ways – on the fly, using multiple criteria (such as genre, date, 

or country; depending on the corpus), and even including source. You can also sort the results using as many as 

three different criteria. All of these features should make the corpora from English-Corpora.org even more useful 

for research, teaching, and learning. 

 

 


