
English-Corpora.org: a brief overview (more detailed)  

 

A corpus (plural: corpora) is simply a highly structured collection of texts, which allows researchers to carry out extremely 

sophisticated searches to see what is happening in the language (for example between genres, dialects, and over time) in ways 

that would never be possible with other simple search engines like Google. Corpora also allow learners and teachers to easily 

find a wide range of data on words, phrases, and grammatical constructions – far beyond what would be found in a textbook or 

dictionary. 

The corpora from English-Corpora.org are used more than 

any other corpora – with more than 85,000 users each month.  

Limited, basic access is free, but hundreds of universities have 

purchased academic licenses for expanded access, especially 

by classes. The corpora are used by:  

➢ Tens of thousands of researchers from universities 

throughout the world, for thousands of publications 

➢ Hundreds of thousands of learners and teachers 

➢ Many companies, especially in the fields of technology (e.g. 

Google, Microsoft, Amazon, IBM, Adobe, Intel, Samsung), as 

well as language teaching (e.g. Duolingo, Grammarly, 

Merriam-Webster, Sketch Engine, Oxford University Press) 

 

Teaching and learning    

The corpora from English-Corpora.org (especially the one billion word Corpus of Contemporary American English; COCA) are the 

focus of almost every book on corpora and language teaching in the last 10-15 years (examples: 1 2 3 4 5).  

Teachers and learners can search for words  by word form, part of speech, frequency (1-60,000), meaning (for example, 

words in a definition), synonyms, more specific or more general words, and even pronunciation.  

 
 

 

And then they can see detailed “word sketches”  for 

each of the top 60,000 words in English, including 

definition, frequency by genre (for example, academic or 

spoken), synonyms, more specific and more general 

words, collocates (nearby words), related topics (which 

appear anywhere in the text), clusters (2, 3, 4 word 

strings), concordance lines, and links to external 

resources like dictionary entries, pronunciation, images, 

videos, and translations to 100+ languages.  

https://www.english-corpora.org/
https://www.english-corpora.org/pdf/english-corpora.pdf
https://www.english-corpora.org/variation.asp
https://www.english-corpora.org/
https://www.english-corpora.org/users.asp
https://www.english-corpora.org/academic_licenses_current.asp
https://www.english-corpora.org/academic_license.asp
https://www.english-corpora.org/researchers.asp
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=8-LRgUIAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/
https://www.amazon.com/Guide-Corpora-English-Language-Learners/dp/1474427170
https://www.amazon.com/Corpus-Linguistics-English-Teachers-Friginal/dp/1138123099/
https://www.amazon.com/Corpora-Language-Classroom-Cambridge-Education-ebook/dp/B004YXTOOC/
https://www.amazon.com/Using-Corpora-Language-Learning-Classroom/dp/0472033859/
https://www.english-corpora.org/teaching_english_with_corpora.asp
https://www.english-corpora.org/help/browse.pdf
https://www.english-corpora.org/help/word-sketch.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xu3Ry6es9Y4&ab_channel=MarkDavies
https://www.english-corpora.org/language-learning.asp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__G2PG46180&ab_channel=MarkDavies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fZjGpD1qnE&ab_channel=MarkDavies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuQhb6G0Tco&ab_channel=MarkDavies


Students can enter entire texts  that they have 

written, and then quickly and easily highlight phrases in 

the text to find related phrases  in COCA, which will 

allow them to edit their writing to make it sound more 

natural. 

They can also enter entire texts from the Web, to find 

the keywords in the text (to understand better what it's 

about), and also click on any word or phrase  in the 

text to see a wide range of information, such as in the 

"Word Sketches" section above. 

 

Writing (assisting non-native writers and speakers, including professors writing for publication) 

Thousands of professors (from a wide range of academic fields) use the corpora on a regular basis, to help improve their writing 

and edit papers for publication. This is because the corpora provide information on “nuances” in English that aren’t available in 

standard dictionaries or style guides. 

To give a simple example, the following chart (left) from COCA shows that the word seldom (as in “they seldom go there anymore”) 

is used much more in formal genres like academic, and that it is decreasing in frequency over time. The data from the 325 million 

word TV Corpus (right) also shows that seldom is decreasing over time, and that it is much more common in British English than 

in American English. In other words, in American English seldom sounds very formal, quite old-fashioned, and somewhat British. 

Again, this is the type of data that a dictionary or style guide could probably never provide. 

  
 
a lot of NOUN 

 
several NOUN 

 
Or suppose that someone is writing an 
academic paper, and she wants to know which 
sounds more formal – a lot of NOUN or several 
NOUN. In less than one second, she can search 
through one billion words in COCA and see that 
several NOUN is much more common in 
academic writing. 
 

  

And finally, suppose that someone wants to know which synonyms of 

strong sound better with argument in academic English. Strong 

argument is possible, but compelling argument or powerful argument 

are also common in academic English, while great argument or solid 

argument is common in less formal English (like on the web). The 

writer can click on any of these phrases to see the phrase in context. 

 

In summary, the corpus data allows non-native speakers and writers to easily and quickly examine the frequency and use of 

words, phrases, and grammatical constructions in ways that are not possible anywhere else, including any other online corpora. 

https://www.english-corpora.org/help/analyze-text.pdf
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/?c=coca&q=116684314
https://www.english-corpora.org/tv/
https://www.english-corpora.org/tv/?c=tv&q=116629786
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/?c=coca&q=116684321
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/?c=coca&q=116684323
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/?c=coca&q=116684333
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/?c=coca&q=116684333
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7TESxsywQOo&ab_channel=MarkDavies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCR4tOTW3eI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uT9LtdDKq30


Research   

As mentioned, the corpora from English-Corpora.org provide a much wider range of searches (and are much faster and easier to 

use as well), which has resulted in thousands of academic articles that are based on the corpora. At the most basic level, users 

can see the frequency of words or phrases by section – as with genres in COCA  (see above, with =strong argument), or time 

period in COHA  (475 million words of historical English), or dialect in GloWbE  (two billion words from 20 countries).  

COHA: ADJ society GloWbE: *ism 

    . . . 
 

Researchers can also see the overall frequency of a word, phrase, or grammatical construction, as with the “like construction” 

(and he’s like, no way”) in COCA and GloWbE in the charts below. Hundreds of papers on syntactic variation and change have 

been published – based on data from the corpora from English-Corpora.org – have been published in the last 10-15 years. 

COCA: genres and time periods since 1990 GloWbE: 20 English-speaking countries 

  

And in the NOW Corpus, they can even see the frequency by year, month, and day. (NOW grows by about 5-7 million words each 

day.) For example, researchers could see the frequency of fake news increases markedly right after the US elections on 8 

November 2016. No other corpus provides this level of detail, and that is why researchers have used the NOW Corpus to look 

at a wide range of phenomena , including politics, economics, entertainment, and other cultural and societal shifts. 

fake news in 
18.1 billion word 
NOW Corpus 
(updated daily with 
5-7 million words 
of new data) 

   

Researchers can even see the frequency of collocates (nearby words) in different genres, time periods, and dialects. This can 

signal differences in meaning or usage, such as with gay changing from “happy” to “sexual orientation” in COHA (historical), or 

changing collocates of food in the 1800s and 1970s-2010s. Similar searches can compare meaning in genres (such as in COCA) or 

in different countries (GloWbE). All of this allows researchers to carry out one fast, simple search to see a wide range of 

information on culture and society, and this data has resulted in hundreds of academic papers on these topics. 

COHA: collocates of gay, 1820s-2010s COHA: ADJ food, 1800s (left) vs 1970s-2010s (right) 

  
 

https://www.english-corpora.org/queries.asp
https://www.english-corpora.org/speed.asp
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=8-LRgUIAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/
https://www.english-corpora.org/coha/
https://www.english-corpora.org/glowbe/
https://www.english-corpora.org/coha/?c=coha&q=116651181
https://www.english-corpora.org/glowbe/?c=glowbe&q=116651219
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/?c=coca&q=116606340
https://www.english-corpora.org/glowbe/?c=glowbe&q=116606324
https://www.english-corpora.org/now/
https://www.english-corpora.org/now/files/now-monitor-corpus-english.pdf
https://www.english-corpora.org/now/?c=now&q=116651454
https://www.english-corpora.org/coha/?c=coha&q=116606719
https://www.english-corpora.org/coha/?c=coha&q=116606478
https://www.english-corpora.org/variation.asp
https://www.english-corpora.org/variation.asp#x6
https://www.english-corpora.org/variation.asp#x1
https://www.english-corpora.org/variation.asp#x4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLSAP3_96W4&ab_channel=MarkDavies


Virtual corpora  . A feature that is extremely useful for both researchers and language learners is the ability to create custom-

designed “corpora within a corpus”. These Virtual Corpora can be created with just a few clicks in just a few seconds, and can 

then be used anytime in the future. 

For example, users can create Virtual Corpora based on a given word or phrase (for example, 

hypoglycemia, investments , basketball, or nuclear energy), or based on information about the texts (for 

example, works by a particular author, or subtitles from a given TV show, or related Wikipedia entries, or 

something as complex as articles from the Guardian newspaper in England from 1 Sep 2015 – 31 Dec 

2015, with refugees in the title). 

In less than one second, the corpus will create a “Virtual Corpora” of these texts, even in corpora like 

NOW, which have tens of millions of texts in more than 18 billion words of text.  

 

And users can then search within these Virtual Corpora. Or, in just 1-2 seconds more, they can extract keywords, such as these 

words from a [hypoglycemia] Virtual Corpus from the 14 billion word iWeb corpus: 

 

This is very useful for non-native speakers who are studying, for example, aeronautical engineering or molecular biology or 

corporate law, and who just need to find out about the language of that narrow domain. 

Other tools and features. There are many other features that cannot be fully described in this short overview. For example, just 

two of these are 1) the ability to create personalized word and phrase lists , to save words and phrase for further study, 

including grouping by topic, and 2) extensive links from the corpora to external resources , such as images, videos, 

pronunciation, translations, and so on. 

Downloadable data. In addition to accessing the corpora via the online web interface, users can also download corpus data for 

use on their own computer. This includes full-text data, and word frequency, n-grams (word strings), and collocates data. This 

data has been used extensively by many technology-related companies, and it has also served as the backbone for thousands of 

academic publications. 

In summary, the corpora from English-Corpora.org are (by far) the most widely used corpora in existence. Hundreds of 
thousands of researchers, teachers, and students use the online corpora every year, and many universities throughout the 
world have purchased academic licenses that provide expanded access to the corpora.  

For more information, please contact us at admin@english-corpora.org. 

 

https://www.english-corpora.org/help/virtual-corpora.pdf
https://www.english-corpora.org/iweb/
https://www.english-corpora.org/help/saved-word-phrase.pdf
https://www.english-corpora.org/help/external-resources.pdf
https://www.corpusdata.org/
https://www.wordfrequency.info/
https://www.ngrams.info/
https://www.collocates.info/
https://www.english-corpora.org/academic_licenses_current.asp
https://www.english-corpora.org/academic_licenses_current.asp
https://www.english-corpora.org/academic_license.asp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pxhIiFvkcM&ab_channel=MarkDavies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAo6TmWRVOU&ab_channel=MarkDavies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-INvKUIa0no&ab_channel=MarkDavies

